
Everything Old is 
New Again

at Skyline United Methodist Church
3100 Skyline Drive

Wilmington, DE 19808

THE RAINBOW CHORALE 
OF DELAWARE PRESENTS

Saturday December 3, 2022 at 7:30 PM
and Sunday December 4, 2022 at 3:00 PM

A HOLIDAY CONCERT





NOTES FROM THE PODIUM
CONTRIBUTED BY DOUGLAS P. BENDER
Welcome and thank you for joining us for our “Everything Old Is New Again” concert!
As a newcomer to this wonderful organization, I found myself feeling more and
more connected with this concert theme. I have been singing in or directing choirs
for many years, but this season with the Rainbow Chorale of Delaware has made the
experience feel new again. They have welcomed me whole-heartedly and trusted
me with their voices. There is an energy, positivity, and warmth to this group and I
am grateful to be among them. I hope this feeling extends to you as you listen
today.

Today’s concert will present a few pairings of traditional carols and familiar tunes
with reinterpretations of these pieces. These pairings will be interspersed with a few
stand alone selections. Our concert begins with O Magnum Mysterium (Victoria,
1572) as a stand alone selection. This renaissance motet presents the text of the
“great mystery” of the birth of Jesus Christ in a manger. This ancient sacred text
continues to provide inspiration for composers to this day. Another of our other
stand alone pieces includes the tenor and bass feature of Heat Miser/Snow Miser
(Laws & Bass, 1974) from the TV film “The Year Without A Santa Claus”. This piece will
feature two soloists and a lot of attitude. The sopranos and altos have their own
feature The Caffeine Overload Polka (Barnes, 2002). Here you will hear a relatable
tale of our caffeinated existence. Also included with our stand alone pieces are four
selections that tenderly express the beauty of the season. Glow (Whitacre, 2013),
Nun Gimel Hei Shin (Shatin, 1999), This Christmastide (Fraser, 1988), and In The
Bleak Midwinter (Darke, 1993), which all illustrate the majesty, excitement, and the
mystery of the season. 

Our first reinterpretation comes from The “Shouldn’t Be” Carols (Barnes, 2012).
Within this medley we have familiar tunes with altered lyrics. This piece details the
frustrations and antics of the holiday season. One of the tunes included in this
medley is the same as another of our selections, We Three Kings (Meader, 2004).
Some of our other paired selections include Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
(Mendelssohn, 1840) with Coming Out on Christmas (Johnson, 1995) and White
Christmas (Berlin, 1942) with Pink Christmas (Weirick, 2015).

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sarah Jane Gober, our collaborative
pianist, for her incredible work and support. I would also like to thank the RCD
Board and membership for putting their faith in me this year. RCD would like to
thank the Presbyterian Church of the Covenant for their support and allowing us to
use their facilities for our rehearsals as well as Skyline United Methodist Church for
hosting our concerts this weekend. As we gather together for this old tradition of a
holiday concert, I hope you find something new to be excited about. It is my hope
that this concert leaves you rejuvenated for the holiday season. It was a great
pleasure preparing these selections for you and getting to know this group. We wish
you a happy, safe, and fulfilling holiday season. As always, RCD thanks you for your
support!

In song,

Douglas P. Bender



SARAH JANE GOBER
COLLABORATIVE PIANIST

Sarah Jane Gober is a collaborative pianist
from the greater Philadelphia area, with a
Masters in Piano Accompanying / Opera
Coaching from Temple University, Sarah is
currently working with faculty and students at
West Chester University. She has also served
as the choral director and accompanist at
Calvary Baptist Church in Newark, DE since
2017. In her free time, Sarah also has a strong
passion for cooking and running.

DOUGLAS P. BENDER
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

The Rainbow Chorale of Delaware is
delighted to have Douglas P. Bender join us
as Artistic Director. Douglas Bender was born
and raised in northern New Jersey and
recently moved to the area with his wife. He
is a NJ public school music educator and has
taught music and conducted scholastic 

choirs for the past 13 years. Douglas earned a Bachelor’s degree
in Music Education from the Mason Gross School of the Arts at
Rutgers University and a Master’s degree in vocal performance
from Montclair State University. He has performed as a chorister
and tenor soloist in various ensembles throughout northern NJ
and New York. He is honored to be trusted with conducting the
Rainbow Chorale of Delaware and is looking forward to an
exciting season of music to come.

COME SING WITH US!
Next Open Cal ls :  January 9 & 16 ,  2023 at  6  PM

Presbyter ian Church of  the Covenant  (PCOC)  

503 Duncan Rd,  Wi lmington ,  DE 19809 .



CHARLA PHOENIX
PRESIDENT

RCD Friends and Family!

I would like to welcome you to the 23rd
season of The Rainbow Chorale of
Delaware.

This year we welcome our new Artistic 
Director, Douglas Bender. We are so excited to have Doug, and
the expertise he brings to the group. We are also thrilled to
welcome back to the piano, our Collaborative Pianist, Sarah Jane
Gober. Doug, Sarah and the entire artistic committee have
worked very hard to put together a lovely holiday program, as
well as an exciting season of quality music for your
entertainment and enjoyment.

The RCD Board of Directors has worked tirelessly to guide the
organization on its mission to elicit change in our communities
through music. We strive to come together through our
similarities, and we continue to celebrate the things that make
our communities diverse and unique.

We are always looking for people to bring their talents and
strengths to our board of directors. If you are interested in joining
our board of directors or interested in being a member of our
“5th section”, please don’t hesitate to ask a board, or choir,
member for more information.

We are very excited about our upcoming season and look
forward to seeing your smiling faces in the audience.

Relax and enjoy!

Charla M. Phoenix



Everything Old is New Again
Solo ists  are  l i s ted in  order  of  appearance

O Magnum Myster ium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tomas Luis  de V ictor ia

Hark!  The Herald Angels  Sings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fel ix  Mendelssohn,
ar r .  Wi l l iam
Cummings ,  
des .  Dav id  Wi l lcocks

Heat Miser/Snow Miser  f rom The 
Year  Without  A  Santa Claus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maury  Laws &  Jules

Bass
Heat  Miser  -  Jay  S immons and Snow Miser  -  Cami lo  Matos ,  Solo ists

The “Shouldn’t  Be” Carols . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Er ic  Lane Barnes ,  
ar r .  Ar reon Har ley

White Christmas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I rv ing Ber l in ,  
ar r .  Roy  Ringwald

Nun,  Gimel ,  Hei ,  Shin 
(Chanukah Round) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Judith Shat in

Glow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Er ic  Whitacre ,  
p iano ar r .  L i sa
Edwards

Caffeine Overload Polka. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Er ic  Lane Barnes

Coming Out On Christmas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . arr .  Dean Johnson

Stosh Pehowic ,  Solo ist

This  Christmastide (Jessye’s  Carol ) . . . . . . . . . . . Donald Fraser

We Three Kings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J .H .  Hopkins ,  
ar r .  Darmon Meader

Anne Shuman,  Percuss ion

In  The Bleak Midwinter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Harold Darke

Anne Shuman and J im Scroggs ,  Solo ists

Pink Christmas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . arr .  Chad Weir ick



THE RAINBOW CHORALE OF DELAWARE 
MEMBERS 2022

ALTO
Melisa Funer
Maggie Kettlewood
Donni Louise
Shizhao Lu
Debbie McCall
Rivkah Pehowic
Charla M. Phoenix

BASS
Galen Keliikuli
Bob Lillich
Camilo Matos
Jim Scroggs
Jamie Williams

SOPRANO
Jessie Cocks
D Conner
Julie Hilfiker
Michelle Mormul
Anne Sewell
Anne Shuman
Melanie Dawn Smith
Barbara Williams

TENOR
John Killingsworth
Stosh Pehowic
Jay Simmons
Scot Stetka
Bob Twaddell

FIFTH SECTION
Nova
Margie Bello
Michelle "Blue" Donaldson
Juliana Forbes
Mike Hovendick
Mary Reppy
Mikey Reppy
Amelia Sandler
Carrie Sandler
Thomas E. Shaw-Gardner
Cara Tortorice
Xyaire C. Woods 

THE RAINBOW CHORALE OF DELAWARE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS AND BOARD ADVISORS

President: Charla Phoenix
Secretary: Deborah McCall
Treasurer(s): Juliana Forbes & Mary Reppy
Board Development and Governance Chair: Margie Bello
Membership Chair(s): Galen Keliikuli & Camilo Matos
Production Committee Chair: Melanie Dawn Smith
Marketing and Publicity Chair: Cara Tortorice
Funds Development Chair: Jessie Cocks
Artistic Committee Chair: Barbara Williams
Member Liaisons: Robert Twaddell and Julie Hilfiker
Artistic Director: Douglas P. Bender
Collaborative Pianist: Sarah Jane Gober
Music Librarian: Jay Simmons
Webmaster: Mary Reppy



THE RAINBOW CHORALE OF DELAWARE DONORS 

Claude and Juliana Forbes
PLATINUM ($500 or more)

Anonymous
Anne Sewell

GOLD ($400-499)

Anthony M. and Daniel Condoluci-
Smith
Dave and Jenn Fisher
Davis Rodriguez Melendez, LCSW
Mary and Mikey Reppy
Thomas and William Shaw-Gardner

SILVER ($200 - $399)

Khea Bright
Michael Hovendick
Ashley Kilmer and Kevin Ralston
Gary Kirchhof
Mary Post
Luisa Torrielli
Amelia Diamond and Spencer
Virney

BRONZE ($100 - $199)

Lucille Avakian
Cyndi Brooks McCall
Daniel Campione and Daniel Gallery
Patrick Carroll and Steve Powers (in
memory of Tony Gruszczynski)
Deborah Chisholm
Alice Davis
Joseph DiSalvo Jr.
Nancy Getchell
Maggie Kettlewood
Rachael Klevis
Alex Koriakin
Bob Lillich
Kathleen Martin
Jim and Cindy Nelson
Passmore Family (in memory of Tony
Gruszczynski)
Richard Perry
Nancy Plummer
Lori Rago (in memory of Tony
Gruszczynski)
John Reppy and Anne Rogers
Carrie Sandler
Karl Schweiger Jr.
Mary Jane Simmons (in honor of Anne
Sewell)
David and Jeffrey Sytsma-Sherman
Kym Thompson
Jane VanValkenburg
Julie and Peter Zorach
Susan Rzucidlo
Steven Bridgett
Babette Jenny

STERLING ($25 - $99)

Amazon
BBC Tavern & Grill
Kinetic Skateboarding

CORPORATE

Sponsor acknowledgements reflect monetary and in-kind
donations received from November 2021 through November 2022.

The Rainbow Chorale of Delaware has received a
bequest from the estate of Barbara Gittings, the

noted LGBT activist, for which we are very honored
and grateful.

For questions or concerns about sponsorship, please contact
funds@therainbowchorale.org

mailto:funds@therainbowchorale.org.








ABOUT THE RAINBOW CHORALE OF DELAWARE 
The Rainbow Chorale of Delaware is an inclusive, non-profit

community chorus that provides LGBTQ+ individuals, with their
friends and allies, the opportunity to perform high-quality choral

music in an affirming environment that serves as a positive force for
change. In addition, the Rainbow Chorale supports other institutions

and individuals who serve that community.



Love of music is common to everyone. When we sing, we hope to
impart the ideals, hopes, dreams, and aspirations of our community.
Our goal is that with our listening audience we will strike a chord of

commonality, and bridge the differences of our life experiences.

© 2022 The Rainbow Chorale of Delaware All rights reserved.
P.O. Box 1467 • Wilmington, DE 19899 • (302) 803-4440 therainbowchorale.org
The Rainbow Chorale of Delaware is supported, in part, by a grant
from the Delaware Division of the Arts, a state agency, in
partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts. The
Division promotes Delaware arts events on
www.DelawareScene.com.
GALA Choruses (pronounced GAY-la) is the leading association
committed to serving the LGBT choral movement. Its mission is to
empower members to change their world through song. GALA
Choruses' signature event is its quadrennial festival (every 4 years),
which brings together over 130 choruses and 6,000 singers from
across the U.S. and the world

https://therainbowchorale.org/

The Rainbow Chorale of Delaware

therainbowchoraleofdelaware

membership@therainbowchorale.org

CONNECT WITH US:


